FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Road-Tech Supply’s Work Zone of the Future

Member company Road-Tech Safety Services of Elk Grove is the first company of it’s kind to supply a networked traffic control system in the United States. Their equipment on I-5 at Magic Mountain in Los Angeles County collects real-time traffic information for a bridge project MCM of North Highlands is building for Caltrans. It then displays that information automatically on several changeable message signs.

Road-Tech Safety Services supplies a wide variety of traffic control equipment to the road building industry. They have one of the largest fleets of changeable message signs in the state as well as portable traffic signals, radar speed display trailers, attenuator trucks and, of course, arrow boards. But this project required more than just renting equipment.

Their system includes 5 portable traffic sensing trailers, 5 changeable message signs and 3 closed circuit TV trailers all tied together with a wireless radio network. The sensors measure traffic speeds and send that information to a central computer. When speeds drop below 30 miles per hour, the computer automatically sends messages to the appropriate message signs warning drivers of slow traffic ahead. Motorists know in advance of problems and have the chance to take a different route. 

The system has been up and running for nearly a year now, so drivers have learned to pay attention when messages are displayed. There have been some problems with vandalism but otherwise the system has worked very well. The project is located north of Los Angeles. The average traffic count is 244,000 vehicles per day. That includes heavy truck traffic, thousands of daily commuters and lot’s of tourists, especially on holiday weekends. 

MCM has reduced four lanes in each direction to three so any traffic problem quickly becomes a major backup. After sending the messages to the signs, the system automatically alerts Caltrans. The Traffic Management Center in LA can check on the cause of the problem with the remote cameras provided by Road-Tech. They can then scramble CHP and other emergency crews directly to the incident and can even tell them the best way of getting there. Finally, the Traffic Management Center also tells TV and radio stations about the problem so they can report it almost as soon as it happens.

Road-Tech CEO, Tony Espinoza, explains that “these networked systems are the future of traffic control for large freeway projects. Changeable message signs have always helped to make work zones safer. Now they can provide up to the minute accurate information about the road ahead.” That will not only help safety, it will make trips through our many California highway projects easier and far less stressful for everyone.
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