FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Attn: ITS Editors

CALTRANS TESTING ASTI CHIPS SYSTEM

June 20, 2003

Valencia, CA.

Road-Tech Safety Services of Elk Grove, California has won a contract with Caltrans to supply CHIPS (Computerized Highway Information Processing System) made by ASTI Transportation of New Castle, Delaware for the Santa Clara River bridge project on I-5 north of Los Angeles. The system, which is already up and running, includes 3 portable cameras, 5 queue detectors and 5 changeable message signs all combined in a radio-linked wireless network. The contract, valued at over $800,000 will run through 2005.

The work zone is located on I-5, the main north/south freeway on the west coast. It is the primary truck route as well as an important commuter route into Los Angeles. A popular tourist destination, Six Flags Magic Mountain, is accessed by freeway exits located in the work area. Traffic is reduced from four lanes to three in each direction for bridge reconstruction.

Caltrans specified this system to reduce delays to motorists during holiday weekends, periods with additional lane closures, or when incidents occur. The Transportation Lab at U. C. Irvine will evaluate the benefits of the system for Caltrans. They will measure traffic counts, speeds and estimated travel time on I-5 and the alternate routes before, during and after the system is turned on. 

Road-Tech is an industry leader in supplying work zone ITS equipment. For this project they supplied all of the equipment and helped with installation and training. Road-Tech will continue to provide the monthly equipment maintenance, data base changes, and follow-up training.

Contact:

Joe Jeffrey, Vice President

Road-Tech Safety Services, Inc.
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